
'-1

' •* I*' *

■  :^rdh r.. .1..--O0

uDSGp^n TJco^^'.:'ira :^r:q»

My Sir

Ha-ct:5-e haa this cvsiiiii^ rc^r-'eivocS your Ieti:^sr* in reply uo one vn:j.tt^n

by eor:iD 'tiTc-.o s;ince, enCl v"e arc ̂ incl Uo loziizn ^:hat: you are all wo-ll, and

apP'sar Iso bo coinrf "jgH c-g you. 2rci^rvc^."=;^2riv: In your can noti

oay i-ha*^ ^■■''' -rco living; "..'oil as ':5.'a Tier or." rue Xftrar, but X5?c5 "accept

tho f?i"ti7at.iori'' and aro doing t-bs best rs cau* 1' bave .long b-GSui amxiour-i

to write to yon about tUo r^onditiou oi your District and box? it

oisr-^ed by c-on- Sborjuau®s errtiy^ but really enoa^ could bs said to

fill a book, and it "would ho a difficult task to so coade^tse rc^-lvtex^, as

in a letter to cifford you any oatisfac^ii^n, but X can give you a ccsuXtory

rsGital of thinc^o that Inppcned during tho over lusmerrable rsontb ox i?£2bru^"

ary .1365. witli lits arriV" left ColUL2b?.a on tsic morrring of

"the 20tli of Pel^ruary *65, marching northward in three co^Airaus^ one cacia

up tho ioaln Columbia « Wiunsboro read called the Gum. Spring read, auothsr

followed the charlotte rx,P,. passiag.Eidgeway, tlie third prccGedad by "the

Sandy Level Road whiali load;? to .Kvlstoa Depot on "the Greativille .?^u5v, and

crossed Xilttle r.i~*er at K:b».ac.id"3 bridge, the v.n:-.:ee cclumus •for.'airig a

junetioiL at viinn.oboro.. Gen. :gilpat:-:ic:jc fiisposod Xxis cavelry force on

both flaafus anc! si-rep't the di-S'l-tict from Droad to '/^a'terGc .r^-vero, oliuo

you will cjivaC'Viivi": our old dis't.\?ic.t X'jus cofiiplctoly dsvastatcd izrom rrver

to rsA's.r. Xt is thoi-gh't "hhtt "chc Brc-ad river country suffe-ved laost in

the des-truc'tioa of houscj proper'ty but saved n^ore hor.ee pcwar tri£;n we did

as they crcsscu Srcc-ac icix'cr linci camiod vihem.?!? sv-ock Unrozs. C»H- ^ne
Ffficlerul ormv thought v.tat Gjei. Cbottham v;ae mv-;:ehi::b from ^uc/usta, Gaotviia



by way of Abbeville and did nejt cross Broad river at all. Assiong the

houses destroyed la the Broad river country are Col. William C?. Alstons

fine mansion# Governor Means# Mr. Edward Means# Thomas C. and

many houses belonging to the Crpsby, Bdington# McDonald and the Lylee

families. Dr. Ephram Lylea lost hie fine S.trother house with all out-»

buildings# but saved his mijles and horses. Mr. William Jiyles saved only

her dwelling# but Kilpatri«k®s men behaved badly hero burning every out

house# and even burnt her corn crib. On the eastern side of the district

the enemy behaved equally as bad. They burnt Col. KoA • Peay®s large

building and many other smaller buildings, they left only four gin houses

in the district and but "one grist mill. My father lost two house gins

and his steam gin# also his saw mill and every horse and mule# he was tryirr

to move his horses ?.nd mules across Wateree river but was captured with

his wagons and mul/.s by some cavalry near Peay®s Ferry. He vexy

kindly cared for '>y General CharXan of Xllinois who was in comfoand. He

has retired fror? piiblic life witli the downfall of our country and Fairfiald

is now represejrtcd in the Senate by Gen. i7dhn Bratton* My father has

bzbken very icjch In appearance# although not so much In spirits and bears

his losses much better than one would have supposed. "We are all up and

a-doingj" HAve made contracts with the Segroes who at present are deportiuic

themselves courteously towards their former masters'and are working very

well at p7esent# how long this will continue we do not know# for if the

planters here plant as largely to the hand of cotton with free labor

as they formerly did when they v/er© slaves the crop will# in ray opinion#

be lo/;t# for two reasons# the first is th© Hegro# although interested in

the crop as he is to receive 6n© third of it# thinks already that he is



wnJuing too puoh tlio v;h:lto. mai-j ancl rcoc:exv<jif3 too J.ittle ;?ior.£V.l3 .'-.abD::,

anci again an ov-rc Ir^ncir: plaivbau th-:: pant thrao yoairs lh ec:cn

for tho g'upport of the Confcdorate cvrray, for yo\>. ro^as^iuber vo iv-ore jprohi-blted

by Xegisiation frora plant7-ug Tout one aore ol* cotton to the hand. So you

perce2-\*e our S^c-groeo have bc^eii acciistoitiGd by three years labo?- to vjoiit

but little at s.'Gtton c.nd our lands raust nacessax*ily be grassy, for corn

as a geiiOraX tiling Is laid Irj in CTuly "whan a large crcjp of grass grows

and leaves its seed for anotbar year- Itovj let these gs.ntXejr:on ovar—crop

■ thsfiiseives and should v;e i?.avo a wat O'tine tlTio liTagro stall and siothing

v^lll make hiip, v/orlc. We dare not use airrv' kind of force for ■^>;e r^re Iruip.oQ'"

lately arrested and trladcf course, and fined perhaps ttcD or three hundred

dollars. X regard cotton c\ilture v*?ith black free labor in Palrfie^ Dlstrp-cn-

a ffiost fearful agricult'oral expsrifiicnt, and shall plant accordingly*

1 shall select my bast ia.nd and plant froai 2h to 3 acres to the hand,

thus A hope X shaiJ- ba able to work- 1 have ten brands, my only trouble

is horse power as X ha.ve lost every hiuI© and horse by Sherban'^s arsay cjceept

'the one 1 retreated on- ^he three X purchased afts^r the army passed

are quite indifferent, being good eaters but extreqisiy old and lasy-

'fhe Charlotte lltailroad is new rccoiistr^Aoted as far as Eidgeway and they

expect to reach Columbia by duly, but the destruction of the R,}?.. bridge

across the Csvtuwba by a vaiding party seat out of 5>:'05:t.h Cxnrolina just a

fex^ days before G-en* l:Ge's surrender lias jbeen th© cause of serious esnibarr""

assment to the company as everything is transported across tire river or a

very rudely constructed pontoon bridge x\h5.ch causes much dQ3.ay and now

X have heard that tVisre is a freshet in ths riv«r day b^^fore

yeafceEflay svfspt tJie fexda-a >;£?ontcon> aiifi also tlie scaf^oia j:aconfc3.y
erected to rebuij.d t>s: bridcfs, so Siere is more trciib3.e -"sind e.T:pe.nse-,



2  b©llsvQ X ??.entioncd that Osborn Vioodwsird's house near th©

anville Rock ms burned also v;ith tsvox:y building in the yard, and all

fencing* It presents a gloomy picture to me, but the sight to you of

a spot which no doubt is hallowed by many associations of your boyhood

could but awaken in you the most painful feelings. 2 suppose you
\

have been Informed of i^Sr• Boyleston's llajor Slliott'a and Mr. McMaster's

death. Sf 2 have writtoa you stale news pleas© excuse it. hll of us are

well and send love to one and all.

Yours sincerely,

John D. Palmer

P.S. There is a postoffice
at Ridgeway-^-'kept by your
old friend Dr. Carlisle.



ing too rniiaa the v;liite man ar.S receives too little for tiis .-.aho.:,
again an oirc lana.n hs.vs haea piantefl the three years in corn

the supr-ost oS the Confeclsrate arnny, «oc i'oix rsiasxahar we -vicre prohitoitsa
legislation froa planting hat one acre of cotton to ti"»s hancS. •^■'O you
•caivs our Scgroas ha^'c foceJi acc-wxstox.oa hy three years lahor to v;ork
; little at cotton axid our lands siust necessarily ha grassy, for corn
a general tiling is lai'i hy in July whsn a large crop of grass grows

5 leaves its seed for ancthrr ysar. Jtow let these gsntlex^cn over-crop
iKsalves and should we have a wet June the ITegro will stall anfi nothing
11 nake hiia worfc. We dare not use any kind of force for we are imaed-
tsly arrested and triaaos course, and fined perhaps two or three hundred
liars. 1 regard cotton culture with hlack free labor in fairfie"^ District
aost fearful agricultural excsrimcnt, and shall plant accordsngiy.
shall select my bast land and plant froat 2?$ to 3 acres to the hand,
us 2 hope 2 shall be able to work. 2 have ten hands, my only trouble
horse power as 2 have lost every mule and horse by Sherman"s army except

,e one 1 retreated on- She three 2 purchased after tJ-«Q army passed
•e quite indifferent, being good eaters but extremely old and lasy.
le Charlotte Sailroad is now reconstructed as far as Eidtfeway and they
rpect to reach Columbia by July, but tiie destruction of tb.® R.'S. bridge
jross the Ca.tnwba by a vaiding ixarty sent out of Btorth Carorina -just a
.X, days before Gen. bee's surre.ndsr has been the caxxse of serious esctoan:-
5sme.nt to the company as everything is traiwported across the river on a
sry rudely constructed pontoon bridge x-xhich causes much delay and no'w
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