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by wa} of Abbaville and di& nst cxross Broad river at all. Among the

houses aéstroyed in the Broad river country are Col., William . Alstons
fine mansion, Governor Means, Mr. ﬁdward Means, Thomas C. Means, and

many houses belonging to the Crosby, Edington, McDonald aad the Lyles
families. Dr. Ephram Lyles lost hie fine Strother house with all out-
buildings, but saved his mules and horses. HMr. William Lyles saved only
her dwelling., but Kilpatritk’s men bshaved badly here burnirg every out
house, and even burnt her corn crib. On the eastern sides of thé district
the enemy bshaved equally as bag. They burnt Col. N.A . Peay‘s larxge
building and many other 3maller buildings, théy left only foux gin houses
in the Cistriet and »ui one grist miil; My father lost two house gins

and his steam gin, also his saw mill and every horse and muie, he was trvim
to move his horses znd mules across Waterse river but was captured thh
his wagans and mulsrs by some cavalry neaxr Peay‘’s Ferry. He was very
kindly cared for "y Ganera) Chaélan of Xllinocis who was in command. He
has retired frow public life with the downfall of our country and Eairfield
is now repmeseited in the Senate by Gen. John Bratton. My father has
broken very much in appearance, alphoughlnot~so much in spirits and bears
his losses awuzh better than one woﬁld have supposed. “We are all up and

. a=doing:* Have made coatracts wzth the Negroes who at present are deportxu'
themselves courteously tongds their former mastexrs and are working very
well at prgaent. how long this will continue we do not know, for if the
plantere here planf asulaééély to thé hand of cotton with free labor

as they formerlj did when the; were slaves the crop will, in my opi nion.

be lest, for two reasons, the first is the ﬂegzo. although intereaued in

the crop as he is to receive ¢ne third of it, thinks already that he is
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polving too moch for tho vhite wan and receives too Little for hiis Lakol,
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for the support of the Confodorate axmy, for you rememney we ware prohibite
T st s g 2. A . H e Y 3 SO <

by legislation from planting bnd one atie of cotion to the khand. 5O you

-~

pexcaive cur Nogroes have been accustomed by thvee years labor to work

but Little at eetton and our lands must necessarily be grassy, fon corn
es a genceral thiny iz lsid by in duly when & lagge ozoh of grass grows

-~ - e e ., - e - - - - oo LELY - % -
and laaves its oeod for anothar voes.  How lel thege gsnliemen OVar-cxop

“ehemselves and shouwld we have a wet June tha Fageo wil su&l! and uothing

<9 sV oy Bm L - o Ta & St ey o e BN - K4 ) >PNpS - .y 4 o
will make hic work. We dore not use anv kind of fonee oy we are AnmeGe

d o T Fem ;.- > - 3 4 3 aye] o, L
iately arrazted snd .3&50* cquauc, and fined parhags two or thres hundred

doliars. I xegurd aoiton cuiiure with black fxes lzbor in Fairfidd D:stz’w

a most fearfnl acricultural experiment, and shall plant accordingly.
T shall selecit ny best land and plant from 2% ©o 3 acres to the hand,

thus T hope T shall be a2ble to work. I have ten bmnds, my only tzouble
is houseé powss as T have lost every mal 1z and hoxse by Sharman’s army axeept

the one I retreated on. The thuee I puschased aftzy the aray passed

are guite indifferant, beingy geold eaters but extremely old and lazy.

]

The Charlotte Railvoad is nov reccustructed as far os Ridyeway and they

.’-

expect tu rezch Columbia by July, but the dsgtyuction of ithe R.2. briuge

-
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aorose the Cobtawbz by & waidiag party sant out of Hoxth Caroiinz just

fow days hafore Cau. Lee’s surrender has bees the cause of sericus embarx~

assment to the compeny as evazyibhing is transported acrcss the rives con a
very rudely constuwcied ponioon bridgs vhich causes much delay and now

55 a freshet in the river which dsy bofore

- yestexday suwept the buidge (Ponteeon) and also the geeffold recently

erected to smebulid e bridge, so heré is more treouble and expensa.



I Gon't believe I mentionod that Mz. Oshorn Vicodward's house nsar the
Aﬁville Reck was burned also with evexy building in ihe yard, and all
fencing.. It presents a gloo@y picturz te me, but the sight to you of
é spnt which no doubt is hallowed by wany asscciations of your boyhood.
could but aﬂa&en in you the most pginful féélings. I suppess you
éave bsen informed of Mr. Boylestom'’s Major Blliott‘a and Mr. McMaster's
death. Xf I have writteon you stale news please eﬁcuse it. RAll of us are
well ard sand love to Qne and all.

Youzs sincerely,

John D. Palmex

P.S, There is a pootoffice
at Ridgeway=-kept by your
old £riend Dzx. Carlisle.

p—
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